A generation ago, Gunnar Mynlal predicted our racial 
crisis in his book, An American Dilemma. 
Recently, this distinguished Swedish, scholar analyzed the 
development of Asia in. his Asian Drama. Now, at 
this moment of self-review in America, he finds that 
the United States— burdened with violence at 
home and involvements abroad-— will he saved hv 
one cornerstone of the American character, 
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Jr this moment in our history, ivhaltlo you fed is the pretlomi- 
twnt dement in the American notional character? America b 
h paradox. On the one lurnd, you ate probably the most heteroge- 
neous people I know. #t least among the rich Western countries. 
During your whole existence, you have been facing up lo the prob- 
lem of consolidating the nation, integrating oil these people into on 
America. You have not succeeded entirely. This lock of national 
integration, I think, is a very important icoson tor very many ol 
the queer thing* which nte happening in America and in Americas 
relation to the world. On the other hand, there is no country on 
earth which has more at a common, explicit ideology— more of a 
common, explicit morality, I might jay. This ia the old Enlighten* 
matt ideal: dignity of she human individual, justice between jteev 
pie, liberty, equality of opportunity and brotherhood. Yon can call 
this the American Conscience, Your common morality goes bank 
to three things: first, the Enlightenment, and a quite extraordinary 
group of people who were driving the Revolution and afterward 
giving you. some sort <»f constitution a t, a nation. They wrote these 
ideals into solemn documents, and your Supreme Court is still judg- 
ing according to these ideals. 

The second legacy U Puritanism, anti the third is English 
common law-tbc rnle of law ami not man, which is deep down in 
the consciousness of the Americans and which means equality be- 
fore the state, before the bw. 

Sometime*, fur large parts of the people, the American Con- 
science is blotting out or fading out. For example, the big majority 


of Americans, who are comparatively well off. have developed the 
ability to h.vvv enclaves of people living in the greatest misery with* 
out almost noticing them. And again, yon lutve whole periods like 
the shameful (Sen. Joseph Kj McCarthy period, when so many 
behaved as if they were, against fhb unity of moral ideals They 
behaved in a totally un-American fashion, because the American 
fashion is that you arc freewheeling, risk-taking and enjoy your* 
stives. During that period, I was sometimes tempted to think that 
now America is going to hell. But in America, you have the vote, 
you have Use Court. Mi:Carthyk<m was liquidated in the end. and 
now you have again fuil free discussion, absolutely free. 

You could write an American history which was just a history 
<)f violence, of corruption, of evitness. That type of American his- 
tory is nmv becoming quite popular in the rest of the world because 
of Urn Vietnam war and other things. But American history, as l 
ace it, is that in spite of serious setbacks, the trend is toward a 
gradual, ever-bettfiT fulfillment of these ideals. 

Today, runny American* jecl that our country t'» its trouble.- 
with the Vietnam war, (ho roc# issue, riots, violence, slums ttnd 
so many other problems. /)<> you agree wits this feeling? In one 
->cn?o, .1 agree with tftOk* who s-ay that you are in «i worse national 
ends than you lutve been in since the Civil War. You lutve this Viet- 
nam war, which I third. is at the bottom of so much that is bad in 
America and in your relations with the outside world. And you 
have, of £Our*e, the racial rebellion and many other things. Aruer- 
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bad losers. When you 
are losing out, you really 
can do the most 
horrible things. When China 
went Communist* 


I was full of fear about America.” 



wn N now m u real crisis amt God know* how she will get out of if. 
Nevertheless, i keep my fsttb, 1 have always fell that America would 
eolvc Usen?cs. I have become convinced through intensive study that 
what 1 call the American Conscience is not only an explicit system of 
values but an historical fu nd to fulfillment. 

When you took at (hi * recent ejection ue hare hod, da you it HI 
feel confident of thh trend? Well, them am up* and downs, and l 
think that we ate very deep down now, I don't think from a democratic 
V« mi oi v « w . *» tbe *cnse of vimt the majority feds, that the election 
result* were wrong, Humphrey and Nixrnt had almost the same num- 
ber tff votes; but, for Lord s sake, there were to the right at Nixon nine 
million Americans who wanted something even worse by liberal st.m- 
dards than Nixon. Americans, far the, time being, arc moving toward 
the tight, which means away from the American ideal* You might sa> 
that America is a eortwalive country, hut what ymi have conserved 
very often are liberal ideals, and now you have been moving away 
from them. You arc dtaMtlsficd, frustrated. This is what l see i„ tfa. 
American nation now. I believe this is temporary. This is the reason 
I urn not pessimistic about America. 

fhcre is no more tragic thing In American history that l can 
remember than President Johnson, He was a poor hoy from Texas and 
a pupil of Rouse vch ffe felt thal he w«» to commit* the work of Roose- 
velt, uud to an extent of ke.no edy, and he declared unconditional war 
iiAain-jt poverty. He could have gone down in history a* perhaps the 
greatest president if that had been the problem on which he could 
Ivh vc worked during hi* presidency Then Rome thing tragic happened, 
f hh man who whs, as you well know, elected as a peace president, who 
tailed Against tending American boy* to Asian wars and who had 
taken up the poverty issue from Kennedy in a forceful way, decided 
10 MCrtUlc the. war in late 'M and early Y,f>. This was a tremendous 
mistake. Hits war has been a faihire. 

Americans me good winners but bad losers. When vou arc losing 
om, you really can do the most horrible things. When China went 
Lomniuurit jn the MOV f was full of fear about what would happen in 
America. Well, what happened? McCarthy ism. The ordinary Ameri- 
can was told this was only possible because <>( traitors within the Guv- 
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eimuem. Now. you have lost the Vietnam war. f hone the nation hit* 
learned enough so thru you ate nut going into another McCarthy period. 

I ht> Vietnam war « «$ horrible thing, which has had its influence 
all aroumi - morally, it has worked fur violence; politically, it hn$ iso- 
lated America front the whole world; and financially, it costs about 
$-10 billion a year and ha# taken the air out of the poverty program. 

Within America, « big problem is how to have law end order 
in the slums without ton much cruelty. But more important is a real 
poverty program. Yon must be prepared to take expensive measures in 
order to clear our the slums, to realise the American ideals of liberty 
and equality for the poor. The fight will go on; there is no question. 

Externally, we will see now a sort of isolationism at first because 
you have bad this failure of your foreign policy. You will say; Let the 
world cook in the soup; let’s build up strength so that nobody can lick 
us. This, for & time, might he American pa (icy- I don't think it will be 
(or a long time because some people will any that the. mistake was thal 
vtc wanted to police the world on our own terms, which, of course, the 
world could not accept , 

’IVrc is another good thing about your Fur i tan tradition:* that 
is a readiness for conversion. I know of no country where I can hope 
for change so much as in America, Yon can change your opinion. ! see 
the possibility that you might have a little period of reaction, but alter 
that, you Americans arc going to change. 

if (his Vietnam war is note removed from the scene, as teem* pos* 
sibtc, do yon expert that we will pet hack on the track of applying 
(ho American Conscience ta all Americans? The first reaction 1 
fear is frustration. You remember how (Sen. Joseph R.) McCarthy 
said how the hdi could America lose a war: there must be traitors in 
the Goiemmeot. I hope it will go a little easier this tune, but you have 
tins temptation I think Nixon Would feel a solid majority behind him 
if he would carry out « reactionary policy. Rut 1 have a feeling that he 
has- bail some experience rd life, and h<? is a professional. He has wild 
he wants to unite the nation, not *re all the universities blow up, all (he 
sluing blow up. lb? is perhaps intelligent enough not to go tuo fur to 
the right. He went through this McCarthy period, and at the time 
capitalized on si, it U true. This time, he might feel that he doesn't 
want to be that sort of president in the history of America. Nixon 
might be wiser than sonic of mv liberal friends in America assume. He 
wilt have a Congress to manage, and be is not too popular with the 
press. If he wants to build up a more united American nation, be will 
Imve to go back to the American Dream, the American Conscience, to 
a huge extent, 1 am not giving up on Nixon; and even if you do, a 
President does not sit there forever. 

Da you believe, m many Americans do, that we. are serving a 
small nation well, and acting according to the American Con* 
science, when we try to help prevent a Communist minority front 
taking aver, m in Vietnam? { think wc must save poor America 
from the missionary ides that yon must get the whole world on to the 
American way of hie. This is really 8 big world danger. You will have 
to bra with people who have other Ideas MV Swedes are not nut re- 
forming Russia, and I think we are wiser there. It would he a healthy 
thing if the American* did not fed this tremendous respnnstbiHty to 
remake the. whole world in the American image. You will never suc- 
ceed. You did not succeed fa petty little Vietnam. 

In the past, America exerted its influence by example, by build* 
mg upu nation that Mint a wry good home for people. There has been 
nobody more critical of American imperialism than Americans. Only 
vc p recently have you tried to use your military and financial mi tfa to 
reform other eountric*, rather Hum toehotf all of humanity what you 
can do if you follow certain ideals, which are the American Conscience. 

America is the most, important country in the postwar world, and 
American ideal-? and American ambitions have an influence upon the 
whuln world. Wc need disarmament; we need some form of peace- 
keeping mi wc cm avoid terrible things like the conflicts in the Middle 
Lari and Nigeria, Wc need to give much more help to underdeveloped 
countries. For these things, we need American leadership, and that 
leadership you cannot exert by military power and financial power. 

If yon had the opportunity to speak with our ncie President , how 
would you advise him to approach the problem of implementing 
America'.* Ideals at home? If f should talk to President-elect Niton, 





your hirer das xe.t Umi to It rtaaipiutr?," My r dal iayi. ‘h tea* not the rich people u.ha were t oting for fPttilac/-.' 


! would say to him that ihU poverty program ami thy Great Society 
were never carefully planned and coordinated. Nobody ever thought 
out whai limy would cost ami what duty would imply. Kemember, you 
t,«h { do things only for the Negroes d yon don't warn to have apart- 
hr. id. 'Sou will have to do them Jor oil the poor, and Negroes are only 
rmr dmd or one-fourth of the really miserable In America. 

I would say i Face this problem, and get the heat Brains to think 
OVCI wlmt are the realities and by what sort of measures you could 
accomplish what you need to do. President Johnson never did that. 

1 think dm- was the big mistake when he took over after Kennedy ~ 
tha? he just extemporized a number of petty things; petty compared 
w ith the problem. Asa result, he had a credibility gap among dm poor. 
b h » question of lifting the people out of what 1 call $lum-mindednw*, 
of changing the human insides r,f the slum*. You cannot solve the No- 
#”**’ housing problem just for Negroes; you must do it for all poor 
people. There is no racial solution to the school problem; you must do 
a for all the poor. And you can never stamp out discrimination in the 
loiior maiicet, in the unions and in the factories if you cannot have a 
full-employment policy. I am not asking you to 40 into big things 
?ip? aw#y. I ara just ti«kmg you p» have it ou the wall 50 von know 
what life problem really h. 

/to you think the nation can afford to fare tin » reality and pay 
far n? ib lift these people out of this condition will take a generation; 
In the rfort run, it will mean sacrifices. In the long nm, it is an femt- 
mrnl. Hda is understood better by big-busmess people* who are ac* 
e» is touted to titioK in terms of decades and big investment^, than by 
tne common fellow who just has »t an his tax bill. 

Everybody Bays that America is immensely rich. I his is partly a u 
esttggcratkn because you do not count the immense national debt 
yoti owe your poor. If you are not going to pay that debt, then Amer- 
ica ts going to disintegrate into factions, and yon will have to keep up 
same sort of police power. You will Have higher taxf,*. There art a lot 
<d things you must do against vested interests. 

Fne real question is whether you dare go die other way and not 
do it, I realise that for the next few years, tbr; pr aspects ere net too 
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bright, hut you just have to do it, and surely it con he done. 

Yon have spent almost $30 billion a year fur the Vietnam war, 
which could have meant a modest but effective beginning of solving 
dm poverty problem, There h still an armaments race going on. Bil- 
liutta are .spent on going lo the moon and ojt theoc supersonic planes, 
^au should spend more money on the poverty problem and less money 
on such queer tilings, I don't put the* blame on Congress. It is common 
in America to talk about the reactionary Congress, hut I know of no 
parliament tu the world which is so sensitive to public opinion a* tin 4 . 
American Congress. I believe, wo should pot the blame where it be- 
longs, and that i<; uu the American people. They arc the ones who have 
dm wrong priorities. The politicians are like the leave* carried along 
on tin* water. The teal task I? to enlighten the American people. 

Strangely, your lower classes lend to he reactionary. It was not 
the ridi people who were voting for Wallace. And f$eti. Joseph K.j 
McCarthy's was fundamentally a popular movement, even if there 
were some mad Texas millionaires who gave, money (to >{j. This w 
definitely not a proposal, but if you want & simple means of getting y 
liberal government in America, you should put on »m income require- 
ment by which nobody canid vote if he didn’t have ten or fifteen thou- 
-u»d dollar* a year in income. Then yon would exclude the reactionary 
workers mid poor people. This fe the truth. Liberal opinion b corre- 
lated verv closely with education; and my conclusion is nut that die. 
poor are had hut that we must enlighten them, 

\ou don t get to the heart of the problem by saying that the Amer- 
ican upper and middle classes .ire exploiting the poor people in the 
slums. .Sometimes, .sonic do; but 35 a whole, die Negroes arc not ex- 
ploited by white America. The worst thing ia that with modern tech- 
nology and the rise of education for the big majority, there is 
demand for the labor of illiterate? ,i/ui semi* illiterate people. You are 
cutting off an under class which is not needed, not employable. This 
!• the horrible thing, and it b true not only about the Negroes but ahu 
Urn pm>t whiles, many Puerto Rican*, Mexicans, Asians and so on. 
it is tine about all those who are really poverty stricken. 

You must go consciously into tin* problem because you cannot 
haw; tins rioting, crime and ail of that. You might even have guerrilla 
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•Tropic are feeling less and less 
secure in America, The basis 
of this insecurity is a had conscience,’ 


■ VAtA - You <d lliis under claw, or li»elr children *1 fea*l t 

huroa » w tw r*l into modern America, who are needed, who 

ftn? productive, who have a value* This is what the question u about, 


II hut would you tell our new President if yon talked mth him 
about how America ran use her poster responsibly and with good 
conscience in the. world today f I have im doubt that Americans ate 
£ am % *® ;^ raw * rom &«“ Vietnam war the lesson that there should he no 
more \fetnam». I don't think you arc going to have t be marines 
around like you had in the Dominican Republic, i think this is out. f 
think this is a healthy conclusion. However, I do believe that there is ,t 
danger that your first reaction will be to hell with thr rest of the world : 
til m jum build up Fortress America. Rut I don't think this will last; 
this is 30 much against American traditions. 

lad me mention two s|>ecihe iftmtioiM. I think very definitely 
your policy toward Greece has been wrong. You have supported dm 
generals We in Sweden have taken our ambassador home, even if 
*wecb*h business interests an- losing by it, I wish America would mu 
-end the generals weapons they can me against their own citizens. 

In Czechoslovakia* I think the Rufisiaiut did a stupid thing. They 
f* M , e very similar to your Vietnam; and they are go- 

ing to lose by iu De*Sta (miration will continue because you cannot 
possibly pm millions of students in prison; bmI they are the continuing 
force. I am not critical because America did oot march ir, when the 
RuHsians did. But you should be careful not t.» break cultural and 
economic relations 


We should mmgnbe facte, and, in a peaceful way. influence 
pwpic in u right direction i warn to keep up relations with Czetho- 
slovakm, with Russia, with all countries including Spain. 

would i*y that m the future, we need progress in disarmament. 
, , f to l " lftk {]imt, ^h the development problems of the under 

developed cowries, and we in the rich countries, not only America 
will have to take our responsibility. These are things which should hr 
done »n cooper «ltaa with the world. It is not that Amerkn should go 
out mih a lug stick and put everything right, The big stick doesn't 
work. We need a foreign policy which k interested in the world and 
w trying to follow the great American creed of justice and dignity 


lh r d(tln't *f« 0 dmer/mn Conscience comet to the mrhtcti in the 
Centum situation? Because America i, so tremendously big, and 
Jbm are so many things happening. The ordinary American hm hh 
! ,innls f t !f whiskey, goes to work, seduces ids neighbor’s wife, 
hves a natural lib.-. The normal it-Uow docs not think very much about 
me problems of the world. 


I to you regard America's fordgn-aid program, Peace Corns, it* 

effort wtth the underdeveloped «*, rid a* expression* of the inter, 

n un Conscience? Sum, but let me point out that you have convinced 

yourself that when you are doing something good, you ore dotn* it b 

your own interest. I call this f«rvm«l Puritanism. i know America 
‘ Cnu ^ h l<i !?>;>* |J *« ** »« /«* only in order to lick communism 
* 015 1 ,C1C billions, 1 here were also reasons of compassion, 

i 1 f * conv * n f<- >’. ou , r Pf»P^> ^id it was m the political interest of 

Aruvriea, which t think wa, a mistake, hook what has happened to 

yom aid. It bus been going down and down. That proves to me that 
this type «f motivation is nor effective. The ordinary American is not 
7 w '*»«*> .strategical concerns., lie doesn’t believe 

them. None of r« has given anything except * few crumbs from our 
tabje. We have made ao sacrifice, none of u.v If we want to demand 
of W k > tk «» *« »«ve to argue in moral terms, and that 
moans very lunch in terms of the American Conscience. 

Your aid bus too much politics in it. This is one of the reasons 
wby I Want it turned over to imctnAlion.nl organizations. We must 


do certain things together. The underdeveloped countries nee d more 
capital, and even if you arc very rich, ytm don't have enough to do. 
it alone. WV H i II have to work together. 

In America, there is n lot of concent about t vhat h called law and 
order, Du you feel this h the trend now? People are feeling less 
and fens smite in America, a sort of moral insecurity. I think the haste 
of tills insecurity is a had conscience tbut you arc really not living up 
to your ideals, j ant scared of this spreading of violence and the hor- 
rdde killing of dm three great lenders, John Kennedy, Martin Luther 
King and Robert Kennedy. 

I arn afraid this killing represents something. The terrible thing 
i& that you can get a pattern in American life that anybody who 
raises his head over the crowd is in danger of being killed. Gem 
e rally speaking. If you have a situation where, the institutions are not 
changing even if the human attitudes arc, thru you can get among 
Home people the feeling that they cannot change by peaceful means, 

I hen it te easy to step up and do something violent. 

So much that has been made law has not become reality. So you 
have this potentiality for riots. What the Negroes are learning, how- 
ever, in that the ones who arc killed are the Negroes: what is destroyed 
te the Negro slums. If they should ever march out into white society 
ami start a guerrilla war, then you can he sure the army and police 
would cut them down. The cud of violence is always a police slate. 

Do yon feel the militants among the youth today are trying to 
implement what yon call the American Conscience? To an extent. 
Rut they should be aware that they are not the hist generation that Has 
tried to improve society. And l don’t see that these youths are very 
practiual. Sometimes, they go against their own interests. «* when Ne- 
groes insist that they wan? to live in their own dormitories at the unt- 
v verities. What they should ask for is full citizenship, to he equal. Bui 
ft is quite natural that some of these Negro youths feel desperate when 
things ore not improving. 1 hey want to overcome this inferiority feci- 
mg by stressing their blackness. There k something sound in it. j am 
all for getting a sen.-* of dignity by being together with yum own. But 
they must get white people to agree with them and work with them to 
change bad conditions, 




.. ' m en suvea uy tne ,1 uteri, 

am Utmeusuf*. What did you mean? Human behavior is normally 
a compromise. Your life is a compromise; my life i« a compromise. Wts 
iiove high u teals* a »d wu have valuations on « lower level which am 
oppoinmialic. If you should look at the Negro problem from the view- 
point of the powerful majority of Americans, the easiest way tn solve 
it would have been to segregate them. Apartheid k much caster, hut 
the Amerivan has great difficulty in doing it because he has these 
higher values. America is not cynical, even the worst cracker has some 
f rt H » wem into apartheid, America would change 

Its soul. My hope is that once this Vietnam war is really liquidated, the 
nation s mterest will to a larger extent hr directed on conditions at 
home In many way* conditions are deteriorating i» Hit urban slums. 
Hmi the schools are often worsening. 

Remember, it k oot enough to get the Government or the Com 
gross to understand the* needs. 'Die people have to understand that if 

? U I T 0 !?' UlM) r* twve lf> h >' UJ i{ ° wroetldng Shout, it. The 
h-myasi, to the. Negro rebrilum k lending to split the two races, [fit? 
dm right thifig ts that you must make Negroes first-ebm citir.ms In 
your country, there are irememiotu {mMibilitiea to make tilings better 
for the- desperate people and the poor people. 

Von have written that America is now going through a conversion 
m It* attitude* inward social problem*, and this change h going to 
result m a eery different America, I Phut m ihh “very different” 
America? It is ail the things you need to do at home. Why rimuhl we 
m Sweden have an old-age penshm which securer a man who reaches 
*' I * * * * * * * * X T7 "* ,he ri f^ in stable money, two-thirds of his income 
.tt he best years. Why can we afford it and not you? Why shouldn't 
ym, take mk of yourchUdno,? Amorlca fc^alw.p boon , child-loving 
t’oimiiy, t», you have done very Hide for the poorduidreo. Why should 
you jonn.1 >0»r great citica to deteriorate? Thrar are the. thiog, that 
“ k » J - *“> i!m n>“»> be. “It is not necessary (o t >rrmit it.'* 

END 


